West Moors Singers

Celebrate 40 years in concert 

On Wednesday 22nd September 1969, 28 people attended an informal meeting at St. Mary’s School, West Moors. The meeting was called by retired Master Grocer 

Mr. Philip Dorsett, who took the chair. At the time Mr. Dorsett was the organist at St. Mark’s Church, West Parley. The object of the meeting was to discuss the formation of a singing group.

Following considerable debate, it was decided that the group be known as the West Moors Singers, and that there would be an initial session from October 1969 to April 1970. It was further decided that there would be a subscription from each member of 30 shillings, and that members would purchase their own music.

Thursday evenings were chosen for rehearsals, the first being held in the Congregational Hall, now the United Reformed Church, Moorlands Road, West Moors. Jean Lugsden was the pianist, and still is 40 spring concerts later!!

The concert version of Edward German’s “Merrie England” was chosen to be the first stage performance. This was performed on 21st April 1970 at St. Mark’s Church, West Parley, followed by a second performance on 23rd April in a packed Memorial Hall, West Moors.

Following this success the first Annual General Meeting was held in September 1970. Matters under discussion were a constitution, future concerts, and if possible, which charities to support. A constitution was written, and remains today, apart from a few minor alterations, much as it was then. The Singers are pleased to be able to support several local charities.

In 1973, Mike Reynolds was invited to become Assistant Conductor. A post which he occupied until the death of Philip Dorsett in 1986, when Mike took over as M.D., and Keith Smith became Assistant Conductor. In 1993 Keith took the baton, but sadly due to ill health had to stand down during that same year, when John Clark took over, with Sue Oldrey as his assistant. In 1995 John Clark resigned, and Sue took the reins, ably assisted by Anthea Turner, which is where we are today.

Each year the Singers perform three concerts at Christmas, plus several short performances at local nursing homes. In the spring a concert version of a well-known operetta or show is chosen, when again there are three performances.

Those who are regulars at the Singers concerts will surely agree that the performances would not be quite the same without narration from the inimitable Baird Oldrey.

Originally concerts were held in the village at the Memorial Hall, however from 1992 the Barrington Theatre, Ferndown became the venue for the Friday and Saturday concerts. The Wednesday evening performances remain in the village at St. Anthony’s Church.

In 1997 a sponsorship arrangement was agreed with The Laurels Nursing Home, Three Legged Cross. The Singers were extremely grateful to Mr. and Mrs. Briggs for their financial support. This enabled more sheet music and vocal scores to be purchased. In 2005 Mr and Mrs Briggs retired. The new owners continued to support us until December 2006. 

Since then the Singers have appreciated financial support from two local businesses.

This year, 2009 we are most grateful to Select PVC-U Trade Systems Ltd. of Ferndown for their continued support.

