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WEST MOORS PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  held on Thursday 22nd October 2009 in the Council 
Chamber, Pavilion, Fryer Field, West Moors at 7.30pm.  

 
PRESENT:   Cllr. J M Price – Vice Chairman 

Cllr. J. Bartley   Cllr Miss J Church  Cllr Ms S Edwards  
Cllr. P. Holden  Cllr. Mrs C. Holmes Cllr R Long   
Cllr Mrs A Peskett Cllr Mrs J Ware Cllr.  R. Watson  
Cllr Ms S. Zyga 

 
OTHERS PRESENT: Ms J Weedon (Clerk) 
   County Councillor Mr P. Finney 

District Councillor Mr A Clarke 
 
APOLOGIES:   Cllr K Warren  Cllr Mrs P Yeo 
 
ABSENT WITHOUT APOLOGIES: Cllr Mrs M Hall 
 
Before the meeting commenced the present Chairman Cllr S Walker resigned from the Parish 
Council. The meeting was therefore chaired by the Vice-Chairman 
 
09/181 TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS 
 None 
 
09/182 QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 

None 
 
09/183 TO APPROVE AND SIGN MINUTES OF THE PARISH CO UNCIL MEETING HELD ON 

24th SEPTEMBER 2009   
 Having been circulated, the minutes on pages 563 - 566 were agreed, adopted and 

signed as a true and correct record with the following amendments: 
 Minute no 09/169 – should read ‘ It was Resolved that a 3 year strategic business plan 

be developed. A separate working party to be set up to organise this with Cllr Peskett’ 
 Minute no 09/173d – Should read ‘No Cycling signs on Bridleways cannot be enforced’ 
 
09/184  TO APPROVE, ADOPT AND SIGN COMMITTEE MEETIN G MINUTES 

1. The Report of the Environment Committee  held on 8th October 2009 pages 567 - 
568 as circulated, was confirmed, adopted and signed. 
 

09/185 TO RECEIVE DORSET COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT 
 Cllr Mr Peter Finney reported on the progress of the Pathfinder proposal, Ashurst 

Road/Arnold Close footpath, the land at Weavers Close and the opening of the new 
library at West Moors Middle School. A copy of the report is available in the Parish 
Office. 
 

09/186 TO RECEIVE EAST DORSET DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORTS 
 Cllr A. Clarke:   Reported on the land swap at Weavers Close and joint working issues 
such as waste collection/disposal, procurement and ICT. A copy of the full report is held 
in the Parish office.  
 Members had a brief discussion regarding the transport study and how it may affect 
West Moors, especially the by-pass.  
Cllr Holden:  reported on the Weavers Close land swap and answered a question 
regarding the provision of allotments at the Brook View site. 

 
09/187 TO RECEIVE THE CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

The Vice Chairman informed the Council that he did not wish to stand as Chairman so 
an election for a new chairman would take place at the November meeting of the Parish 
Council. He is however, prepared to continue as Vice Chairman. 
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09/188 TO RECEIVE PARISH CLERKS REPORT  

a) Goal posts minute no 09/125c refers  – New goal posts have now been installed 
b) Badgers minute no 09/130 refers – Work commenced at the cemetery on Monday 

19th October. 
c) Quality Council update – The Parish Council has made a commitment to work 

towards  becoming a quality Council but before an application can be made to gain 
Quality Council Status certain mandatory criteria are required: 

 80% of members have to be elected – We currently do not reach this figure due to the 
high number of Co-opted Councillors. This can be addressed at the 2011 local 
Council elections. 

 Qualified Clerk: The Clerk has completed a basic training course and is currently  
 producing a portfolio of evidence. However, due to work commitments this is taking  
 longer than anticipated. 
 Communication: Produce and publish a regular newsletter at least 4 times per year. 
 Please see http://www.nalc.gov.uk/Toolkits/Quality_Status.aspx for more information.  
d) Currently there is no representative from the Parish Council at the Transport and 

Traffic TAG. Cllr Long already attends these meetings and agreed to report back to 
the Parish Council after attending these meetings. It is suggested that members look 
at the Community Partnership website for a list of other TAG’s which they might like 
to attend and report back as Council representatives.  

 
09/189 TO APPROVE ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 

It was  
RESOLVED that the accounts for payment be approved,  as attached cheque list 
dated 22.10.09 on pages 572 of the minutes. 
 

09/190 APPROVAL OF ANNUAL RETURN 
 The external auditor has now completed the audit for 2008/09 and has signed off the 

annual return. One matter came to the attention of the auditor, members noted this and 
the Clerk will ensure that is does not happen in the future. It was  

 RESOLVED that the Annual Return for the year endin g 31st March 2009 is 
approved and accepted. 

 
09/191 DAPTC MOTIONS 
 Members discussed each of the DAPTC motions for the AGM and it was  
 RESOLVED that the Parish Council DAPTC representati ves vote as stated below: 
 Motion 1 – FOR 
 Motion 2 – FOR 
 Motion 3 - FOR 
 Motion 4 - ABSTAIN 
 Motion 5 - ABSTAIN 
 Motion 6 – FOR 
 Motion 7 - FOR 
 Voting: Motion 1 - unanimous, Motion 2 - unanimous, Motion 3 - unanimous, Motion 4 -  

2 for and 5 abstain, Motion 5 – 5 for, 1 against and 5 abstain, Motion 6 – unanimous, 
Motion 7 – 6 for, 2 against and 2 abstain 

 
09/192 MEMBER OFFICER PROTOCOL 
 After a discussion it was   
 RESOLVED that the Parish Council accept the idea of  such a protocol and that the 

current draft document be amended and brought back to Council at the next 
meeting for approval as an interim measure until th e National Member officer 
protocol document is available.  

 Cllr Edwards and the Clerk to make amendments to the draft document 
 Voting: 9 For, 1 Against 
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09/193 COUNCILLOR DROP IN SESSIONS 
 Members discussed the idea of holding Councillor drop in sessions and items relating 

confidentiality. It was  
 RESOLVED that the idea of holding a weekly drop in session is researched further 

and the outcomes reported to the next Parish Counci l meeting.  
 Cllr Edwards to research 
 Voting: 8 For, 3 Abstain 
 
09/194 PETWYN SUPPORT 
 After a brief discussion it was  
 RESOLVED to send a letter of support for the Petwy n Café regarding the amount 

of business rates that apply to them to East Dorset  District Council. 
 Clerk to arrange 
 
09/195 MEMBERS QUESTIONS 
 None were submitted 
 Cllr Bartley stated that he submitted a question to the Chairman. This was unavailable at 

the meeting and Cllr Bartley was asked to resubmit the question in time for the next 
Council meeting 

 
09/196 TO RECEIVE CORRESPONDENCE 

a) Royal British Legion - Invitation to all members to attend the Remembrance day 
Service on Sunday 8th November. The Council to give donations to the Royal British 
Legion, the St Johns Ambulance Band and the Bugler.  
Members asked that a letter be sent to Major Jacobs thanking them for their work and 
support in West Moors. 

b) East Dorset Community Partnership – letter informing that £6248 of Capital funding is 
available for community based projects that will support ‘Active Transport’ in the 
district.  

c) DAPTC Chief Executives Circular 13/09 – previously copied to all members 
d) DAPTC Chief Executives Circular 14/09 – previously copied to all members 
e) DAPTC Chief Executives Circular 15/09 – previously copied to all members 
f) Memorial Hall Minutes dated 12th October  
g) Letter informing that the Carols on the Petwyn are scheduled for Friday 4th December 

at 6pm. 
h) Letter from the Memorial Hall asking if a Parish Councillor would like to attend their 

80th anniversary celebration. Cllrs Church and Edwards expressed an interest. 
 
09/197 TO RECEIVE INFORMATION FROM MEMBERS 
 a) Cllr J Bartley:   Reported on the Eastern Area DAPTC meeting, with regard to the 

cost of elections and allotments. A written report is available in the Parish office. 
 b) Cllr Mrs C Holmes:   Reported on the drop in enrolments at Oakhurst First School. 
 c) Cllr R Long:  Reported that PC Nigel Richards was leaving West Moors and being 

replaced by PC Tony Tester. PC Tester will be invited to attend the next parish 
council meeting 

 d) Cllr P Holden:  Reported on a meeting held to discuss a village fete next year. If 
anyone is interested in joining the committee then they should contact Pastor John 
Stevens at Pinehurst Chapel. 

 e) Cllr A Clarke:  Reported that the first West Moors Health walk was attended by 51 
people. 

 
The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.54pm 
 
 
 
  
 
 
SIGNED ............................................................................. DATE ......................................... 
Chairman 
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